
IIDA/ ASID WI Student Interior Design Career Day 2009
A Career Day like no other, i design, the theme for the 2009 IIDA/ASID Student Career Day, broke the mold for the traditional classroom style event.  Every year committee members from both IIDA and ASID combine efforts to put together an exhilarating and educational day for Interior Design students across the state.  This year when the committee assembled and began brainstorming on the type of event they wanted to arrange for the students a clear theme developed; one that would focus on not only providing the students with knowledge and information on the skills they will need to acquire a job in this tough market, but that this day should afford them the opportunity to put their newly acquired skills to practice.
i design kicked the day off with the Emmy nominated keynote speaker Debra Schmidt who’s talk on “The Power of Possibility Thinking” had students passing along high-fives by the end of her very motivating talk.  Student feedback said she was, “Wonderful and very captivating!” and “Outstanding!”
The day progressed with a tag-team approach that included an interactive lesson on Networking 101, presented by Heather Turner of MSI General followed up with a vendor fair, which was widely supported by a number of schools and an outstanding amount of industry partners.  The vendor fair was an opportunity for the students to put to practice their newly learned networking skills.  A special thanks to all of those who partnered with the planning committee to bring success to this part of the day.

The afternoon began with the choice to attend one of three break-out sessions: Stickley Furniture as presented by Mike Danial, Stickley Furniture Corporate Historian; Visualization by UW Madison Associate Professor Mark Nelson; and Portfolio Panel Discussion consisting of Bill Beaudreau of CRB Interiors, Patricia McGinnis of Potter Lawson and  Tina Hopwood of Flad Architects.  

Professionalism does not just come across in the skills one possesses but in the way one dresses and presents themselves.  To provide the students with an enthusiastic and visual approach to professional dresss, professional and student models along with a PowerPoint presentation and music were led by the colorful guidance of Jenny Rebholz, Freelance Writer and Marketing Coordinator.  To round out the fun for the day Comedy Sportz entertained the students with impromptu skits illustrating appropriate and non-appropriate ways to act professional.
With 150 students interacting throughout the day one couldn’t help but feel the buzz and excitement of a great day.  Thank you to all of the committee members, volunteers, sponsors, students and professors that helped to make Career Day 2009 a success!
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